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but I know nothing about him. I must ask Rodd,x whom,
by the way, I found in the Keats-Shelley house when Ruth
and I went in there. It has a good library and a wonderful
collection of engravings, etc., of everything connected
with Keats, Shelley, and even Byron, but the best thiiig
in it is one of the two drawings Severn made of Keats
directly after he died. It is in the room in which he died.
We loved Assisi, I must tell you that.  I had been there
before, but only for a few hours, and had forgotten almost
everything (you would have remembered every inch of
every street!). What a world it is (that old choice you
talked of in your letter) when one goes in a few hours
from Rome to Assisi, from the city of the ancients and
Michael Angelo to the city of St. Francis, who had every-
thing the ancients had not (and M.A. had little), and
nothing that either M.A. or ancients had!  That's the
difficulty I am always feeling, I want Christianity but I
want it not to be as it has so very often been—a suicide of
civilization. Is that trying to serve God and Mammon?
'I don't think so.   Certainly old Hiigel,2 whose very
interesting last Lectures we were all reading before we
went, didn't think so: he was sure that Christianity must
not starve mind or senses and is always insisting on that,
tho' he also insists that Christianity is not itself unless it
is a " heroism ". And I have no doubt his life, married
and well-to-do and peaceful and scholarly as it was—was
secretly that in ways one does not know ... Did you read
the very interesting review of his letters in Lit. Sup. a week
or two ago?  No, I will send it.  He was, I think the
profoundest religious  thinker  of  our  time;  how he
remained a Roman sometimes passes my comprehension.
Intellectually he was very free: devotionally he ha.d all the
best side of R.Csm and none of the other side.
Well, but Assisi, I thought less of the Giottos of
Francis's life than one used to, in obedience to Ruskin.
I am sure Cimabue was a much greater man, his Virgin
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